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By Tim Froberg
Herald contributor

It’s a fast, physical game with a retro feel 
to it.

Welcome to the colorful, chaotic world 
of roller derby, where skates, speed and 
slams intersect.

Oshkosh residents will get a chance to 
check out this full-throttle, highly enter-
taining sport this winter.

The Fox Cities Roller Derby club has 
found new digs at the Menominee Nation 
Arena and will play its home schedule at 
the Oshkosh venue.

The local club known as FCRD will 
compete on three dates at the arena: this 

Saturday, Feb. 2 and March 23. Double-
headers will be played featuring FCRD’s 
two teams – the All-Stars travel team and 
the 920 Honeys – against the Confluence 
Crush from Bellevue, Ill.  

Fox Cities Roller Derby is celebrating 
its 12th season as a not-for-profit organi-
zation and member of the Women’s Flat 
Track Derby Association (WFTDA). It 
welcomes players of all ages, sizes and skill 
levels.

Fox Cities Roller Derby previously 
played its home games at Skaters Edge in 
Appleton and currently practices there. 
Getting an opportunity to compete at an 

Oshkosh Herald

The Oshkosh West Wildcat Invite dance 
team competition returns for its fifth year 
at the high school Saturday with 37 teams 
from around the state taking part in the 
fundraising event that benefits students in 
need and the dance team.

Morgan Boyce and Mackenzie Wissink, 
West’s coaches and former team mem-
bers, launched the inaugural event with 

the help of one 
of the dancer’s 
mothers. Boyce 
was coaching the 
West varsity team 
and Wissink led 

the junior varsity while both were in col-
lege and spending countless Saturdays at 
dance competitions in the area.  

“We knew from being on the team and 
then from our experience coaching that 

money was always extremely tight,” said 
Wissink, an elementary school teacher 
in the district. “We knew that running an 
event would be a substantial fundraiser for 
the team and would allow us to ‘gift’ items 
to the team that we had never had.”

A cornerstone of the event is a Spread 
the Warmth campaign to benefit elemen-
tary and middle school students in need 
of warm clothing during winter months. 
Competitors and spectators are encour-

aged to bring a clothing item to donate. 
Spectators will receive $1 off the cost of 
admission with a donation and the dance 
team with the most donations earns a tro-
phy.

This year the West Wildcat team has 
attended competitions in Ashwauben-
on and Little Chute and will be going 
to Menomonee Falls in addition to the 

Dance team event bringing the warmth to West

See Dance teams on Page 11

Fox Cities club ready  
to roll with arena games

Photos by Michael Cooney

Smooth 
sailing
Mike Kroll takes Slick 
Trick, his D-class stern 
steering iceboat, for a 
ride on Lake Winneba-
go last Wednesday. He 
said the sport is ruled 
by weather conditions 
that can change in a 
minute. The owner of five 
iceboats, Kroll and his 
friends have sailed 100-
plus miles in a day to the 
south or north shores.

MF Photography Studio

Fox Cities Roller Derby brings its squad to the Menominee Nation Arena to compete with 
other teams on three double-header dates in the coming months.See Roller Derby on Page 10

University   
funding 
feud finds 
resolution
Pending agreement has state 
paying $6.3M to end dispute
By Miles Maguire
Special to the Herald

The dispute between the University of 
Wisconsin-Oshkosh and its fundraising 
arm is coming to a close with the state 
agreeing to pay $6.3 million.

“After approximately 12 hours of pro-
ductive, court-supervised mediation in-
volving leaders of  UW-Oshkosh, UW 
System, the UW-Oshkosh Foundation 
and several financial institutions, we 
reached resolution,” UWO Chancellor 
Andrew Leavitt said in an email message 
to employees Dec. 22.

The settlement “ends a costly litigation 
process that would have burdened the in-
stitution and Wisconsin taxpayers for ad-
ditional months, if not years,” Leavitt said. 
A ruling this summer said the state was on 

See UW-Oshkosh on Page 9
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Sawdust District growth goals outlined
By Tom Ekvall
Herald contributor

Plans for revitalization of the Sawdust 
District on the south shore of Oshkosh, 
which includes the South Main Street cor-
ridor and waterfronts along the Fox River 
and Lake Winnebago, were presented by 
the city’s Planning Division before a re-
cent meeting of the Sawdust District Ad-
visory Group.

The group, which includes area proper-
ty owners, economic development pro-
fessionals and other civic-minded indi-

viduals, first met in March and provides 
monthly input into a special area plan 
for the district. The city intends to direct 
growth and infrastructure investment 
through recommendations, strategies and 
policies with the ulti-
mate goal of reinvig-
orating the neighbor-
hood.

“We want to plan for 
the future,” said Dar-
ryn Burich, planning 
services coordinator. 
“We want to reimagine 
the future for the area.” 

The Sawdust District 
is known historically 
for its industrial uses and was once home 
to leading lumber and furniture compa-
nies. As the dominance of those industries 
decreased in the community the district 
transitioned into other heavy uses.

The area has been experiencing re-
development as Buckstaff Co. land was 
transformed into the Menominee Nation 
Arena and development plans have been 
approved for the former Miles Kimball 
property and a former sewing company 
along the same stretch of South Main. 
Other developments included the open-
ing of the Fifth Ward Brewing Co. at 1009 
S. Main St. and reopening of the Granary 
building at 44 W. 6th Ave.

Burich said the city will meet with busi-
ness owners in the next several months 
to discuss revitalization ideas. He said 
the Sawdust District Plan includes seven 
subdistricts, each with its own special fea-
tures and design/development guidelines. 
These subdistricts include:

• River North area where lumber-relat-
ed factories once lined the banks of the 
Fox River. Burich said the Al Brouline 
Memorial Garden park should be expand-
ed along with development of one- to 
four-story buildings oriented toward the 
river and continuation of the Riverwalk 

through the district to Pioneer Island. 
• West Transitional District, between 

South Main on the east and Oregon Street 
to the west, with small- to medium-size 
residential housing and business office 
spaces proposed through adaptive reuse 
of industrial buildings.

• Core District, which is historic Main 
Street, with a long-term vision to re-estab-
lish the “Main Street feel” from the 600 
block to 12th Avenue along both sides of 
the street and reduce the industrial feel of 
the area.

• Central North District, a predomi-
nantly industrial area with large parcels of 
buildings and storage facilities along with 

rail access. Burich 
said the long-term 
goal should be to 
create a “clean slate” 
for future redevel-
opment by working 
with existing own-
ers to relocate to the 
city’s newer indus-
trial parks and cre-
ate multistory devel-
opments that take 
advantage of water 
views while buffer-
ing the presence of 
the railroad tracks.

• Pioneer District, 
the industrial area 
once redeveloped 
into the former Pi-
oneer Inn and Re-
sort. Goals include 
reestablishment of 
a hotel for the site, 
modernization of 
the marina and resi-
dential housing.

• Arena District, 
the area that in-
cludes Menominee 
Nation Arena, to be 

further developed into 
an entertainment district along with add-
ed parking areas. 

• South Gateway District, which rep-
resents the southern extent of industrial 
activity previously occupied by Oshkosh 
Brewing Co., now School Stationers at 
1641 S. Main. The proposed development 
pattern would be one-story buildings with 
front-yard parking for residential, retail 
and service, and professional offices.

Burich said plans to turn around the 
Pioneer Inn area have carried the highest 
costs and said the city will need financial 
incentives to accomplish revitalization of 
that area. 

BurIch















 






















 
































































































  



































 


























 

                            
                              

 


 




From Oshkosh Planning Services Division

Oshkosh area residents are invited to 
participate in the sixth annual Oshkosh 
Outlook at 5:30 p.m. Jan. 10 at Fox Valley 
Technical College’s Room 133.

The program will feature brief presenta-

tions by leaders of the key public institu-
tions in Oshkosh about the major issues, 
initiatives and priorities that the commu-
nity can expect to see in the coming year. 
Audience questions will follow the pre-
sentations.

Invited presenters include Mark 
Rohloff, city manager; Vickie Cartwright, 
Oshkosh Area School District superin-
tendent; Alex Hummel, special assistant 
to the University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh 
Chancellor for Strategic Partnerships; 

Mark Harris, Winnebago County execu-
tive; and Melissa Kohn, campus adminis-
trator for Fox Valley Technical College.  

The event is sponsored by Citizens for 
a Strong Oshkosh, a nonpartisan organi-
zation that promotes civil dialogue and 
creates settings for residents to identify, 
review and discuss needs, priorities and 
opportunities for improvement. 

Contact Kathy Propp at 231-4770 or 
kmpropp42@gmail.com for questions 
about the event.  

Oshkosh initiatives to get public review

814 Knapp St · Oshkosh
920-230-8880
www.oshkoshrealty.com

NEW YEAR! NEW HOME FOR YOU!
FEATURED

FEATURED

2912 Westmoor Rd, Town of Algoma $219,900
2 Story Home in the Town of Algoma has a place
for Everyone and Everything! Formal Living Rm,
Dining Rm + Family Rm. Eat-in kitchen with break-
fast bar. 3 Bdrms, 2.5 Baths, + 1st Flr Laundry Rm.
2+ Car Garage, & Great Backyard too!

Listed by: Kris Villars 920-420-0673

2440 Westhaven Court, Oshkosh $314,900
Westside 2 Story has 4 Bdrms, 3.5 Baths, 2 Master
Bdrm Suites, 2nd Flr Laundry, Granite Countertops,
hardwood floors, 3 Car Garage, partially finished
basement, the list goes on…. City of Oshkosh Lot
that’s over 1 Acre + a park-like backyard!

Listed by: Doug Villars 920-216-2612
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MenomineeNation ArenaM i N ti
U P COM I N G E V EN T S AT

OSHKOSH

For full calendar of events, visitMenomineeNationArena.com.

PURE FC 12
FRIDAYNIGHT
CAGE FIGHTS
JAN25⋅ 7:00PM

B E C OM I N G

KAREEM
KAREEM ABDUL-JABBAR

Hosted by Roy Firestone

FEB 16 ⋅ 7:30PM

ACTION-PACKED, HARD-HITTING, ATHLETIC PROWESS.

JAN5⋅FEB2⋅MAR23

By the Rev. Tom Willadsen
Herald contributor

So you managed to get through Thanks-
giving and Christmas by avoiding con-
versations about everything but the most 
banal topics — “The weather? Well, it 
simply gets more interesting every day!” 
But now you find yourself facing a new 
year, hungry for genuine, thoughtful con-
versation about important issues that are 
unchanged by discussing the clouds. 

Well, citizen, you’re in luck. Three dif-
ferent organizations are working to pro-
mote civil, reasoned and substantive con-
versation in the community.

The Oshkosh Civility Project has been 
around since 2011 and its efforts are based 
on P.M. Forni’s book, “Choosing Civility: 
The Twenty-five Rules of Considerate 
Contact.” You have probably seen the 
group’s posters up around town. Perhaps 
someone handed you a card with the nine 
principles the Civility Project emphasizes. 

The group continues to work to lower 
the temperature of heated discussions by 
using different media to spread the word 
about civility.  

A lesser-known but longer-standing 
group, Citizens for a Strong Oshkosh 
(CSO), has been around since 2007 striv-
ing to create an environment in which 
difficult — often highly charged — pub-
lic policy issues can be understood, ana-
lyzed and advanced using objective facts 
and the application of clear-thinking and 
fair-minded policy-based discussions.

CSO has offered Oshkosh Outlook 
every year since 2013. Leaders of local 
institutions — the Oshkosh Area School 

District, University of Wisconsin-Osh-
kosh, Fox Valley Technical College, the 
city and county — present to the public 
one or two efforts they are excited about 
promoting in the new year. Each Oshkosh 
Outlook follows brief presentations with a 
time for audience questions. 

CSO offers other community forums 
about important issues. Past events have 
explained the state budget, given back-
ground information about OASD refer-
endums and even explained how money 
from the 2010 economic stimulus was be-
ing used in Oshkosh.

Oshkosh Outlook 2019 is scheduled for 
5:30 p.m. Jan. 10 at Fox Valley Technical 
College’s Room 113 (story on Page 2). 

The new kid on the civil conversation 
block is Considerations, a monthly dis-
cussion organized by the Oshkosh Public 
Library. Traditionally libraries have played 
a key role as impartial arbiters of informa-
tion, open forums for viewpoints and gath-
ering places where a healthy dialogue can 
happen, so Considerations is a natural fit. 

Launched in September as a way to 
bring people together and encourage 
thinking beyond a soundbite, it has be-
come a popular offering. 

“Considerations is a time for adults to 
interact within our local community and 
have a free and open conversation based 
on reliable, verifiable, factual informa-
tion,” said Sandra Toland, adult program 
coordinator. 

Toland researches each topic and posts 
links to relevant articles on the library’s 
website before the month’s conversation. 
Past months have focused on gratitude 

and the Great Lakes.
The next Considerations is from 6 to 

7:30 p.m. Tuesday in the first-floor reading 
room at 106 Washington Ave. The topic is 
“My Fair Share.” Where do tax dollars go? 
Why do I have to pay for services I don’t 
use? What’s my fair share to be considered 
a responsible Oshkosh community mem-
ber? Refreshments and warm beverages 
will be available starting at 6 p.m. 

Relevant articles to consider before the 
meeting are on the library’s website at  
oshkoshpubliclibrary.org, and clicking on 
the events page. 

Paulette Feld, one of CSO’s founding 
members, believes the work of these three 
organizations is crucial to a community. 

“In our partisan world, folks need to 
have the means to know how to find the 
facts and weigh the issues. We need to be 
able to judge the information put out by 
partisan groups and social media,” she 
said. “Groups like CSO and programs 
such as Considerations help to make that 
information available.”

Photo by Walter Scott Jr.

Sue Panek (left), former executive direc-
tor of the Oshkosh Area United Way, and 
singer-songwriter Franki Moscato are shown 
at the Oshkosh Civility Project booth at the 
Saturday Farmers Market this summer.

Separate groups work for thoughtful interaction

2400 Witzel Avenue,
Suite A

Oshkosh, WI 54904

Call today to schedule
your complimentary laser

consultation with

Learn more at: HALObySciton.com
©2018 Sciton, Inc. All rights reserved. Sciton is a registered trademark and HALO is a trademark of Sciton, Inc.
L
©

GET THE HALO
GLOW

Resolve to take
better care of your skin
in

with
2019

Say good-bye to the appearance of
fine lines and wrinkles, sun damage,

large pores and dull skin with
minimal downtime.

920-233-1540

www.fvpsurgery.com

MENOMINEE
NATIONARENA

WWW.OSFMI.COM or FACCCCCEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOKKKK for DATES AND TIMES
1212 S. Maiiiinnnnn SSSSSSSSSttttttttttttt., Oshkosh,WI.

TheMaple Pubwill now be serving brunch onmarket Saturdays from 8am-1pm

OSHKOSH SATURDAY

FarmersMarket
WINTER

P b ill b i b h k S d f

WINTER
Jannnuuuuuuuuuaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaaarrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrryyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyyy MMMMMMarkkket DDDDDDDDDDDDDDates

Jan. 5thhhhhh, JJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJJaaaaaaaaaaaaannnnnnn. 12th & Jan. 19th
NoMarket Jan. 26th

New ExtendedMarket Hours: 8am-11:30am
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SaintVincent de Paul
Thrift&Furniture Store
HelpUsHelpOthers

Mon. 9 am to 8 pm
Tues. - Fri. 9 am to 4 pm
Sat. 9 am to 1 pm

2551 Jackson St.
Oshkosh,WI 54901

920-235-9368

Socks and Underwear Drive
for Kids

Donate and receive a

50% OFF COUPON
for one item $30 or less.
DECEMBER 19TH-JANUARY 31ST

Wedding
Sale

Jan. 14th-19th

Kids Clothes
Sale

Jan. 21st-26th

HalfPrice
Sale
Jan. 7th

Free WiFi
www.menomineenationarena.com            

1212 S. Main St., Oshkosh, WI 54902
920.744.2039

• Party Decks / Verve Lounge

• Unique Meeting Spaces

• Accommodate up to 4,600 people

• AudioVisual Systems / Multimedia

• Beautiful view of Lake Winnebago

• Private Bars / Catering Services

Make your Event Stand Out!

Home of 2018 - 2019
Winter Farmers Market

• Happy Hour (3pm - 6pm)
• Full Food Menu
• Friday Fish Fry
• Homemade Ice Cream / Desserts
• Thursday Trivia
• Monthly Meat Raffles

sponsored by

Located on the Northside of 
Menominee Nation Arena

Open Daily
@ 11am

✔ Geeeneraaal Seeerviceees
✔ CCCarrr & TTTruccck CCCaaareee

UUUnnndddercccaaar Seeervvvicesss
AAAligggnmmmennnttt
BBBrrraaakkkesss
TTTires
EEEngine &
TTTrrraaannnsmmmiiissssssiiiooon
EEEngggineee
MMMaiiinteeennnanccceee

✔ TTTransssmmmission
SSSeeervices

✔ 4x444 SSServiccceeesss
✔ HHHeaaatttiiing and

Coollliiinnnggg SSServicesss
✔ EEEllleeeccctttrrriiical Services
✔ EEEllleeeccctttrrrooonnniiic

Services
✔ DDDooomestttiiiccc &&&

IIImmmppport Carrrsss
annnddd Truuuccckkksss

2200 Montana St
Oshkosh,WI 54902
920-231-1023

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

✔

OUR SERVICES

1300 SQ. FT Office for lease. $11.08 per
sq. ft ($1200/mo). Landlord pays utilities,
condo fees + RE taxes. Located across from
Brooklyn restaurant. Come and be a part of
the new exciting Sawdust District.

Jim Condor 920-410-0957
Owner/Licensed RE Broker.

By Dick Knapinski
EAA Communications

The Experimental Aircraft Association 
is marking the 50th consecutive year of 
its annual EAA AirVenture Oshkosh fly-
in convention in Oshkosh this year with a 
full schedule of activities for arriving avia-
tors and residents of EAA’s hometown. 

The 67th 
annual event 
is July 22-28 
at Wittman 
Regional Air-
port.

The EAA 
fly-in conven-

tion was first held in Milwaukee in 1953. 
In 1959, the event moved to Rockford, Ill., 
where it was held annually through 1969 
before coming to Oshkosh. EAA moved 
its permanent headquarters from the Mil-
waukee area to Oshkosh in 1983. 

“A half-century ago, EAA founder 
Paul Poberezny saw Oshkosh as the per-
fect place to bring together aviation en-
thusiasts,” said Rick Larsen, EAA’s vice 
president of communities and member 

programs, who coordinates AirVenture 
features and attractions. “Oshkosh has 
become synonymous with ‘The World’s 
Greatest Aviation Celebration’ so it’s a nat-
ural that we commemorate 50 consecutive 
years here with events that involve those 
who attend and those who have made the 

city such a welcoming place for aviators.”
EAA is seeking any of the showplanes 

present at the 1970 EAA fly-in convention 
and inviting the current owners to bring 
them to Oshkosh next summer. They will 
be featured in exclusive parking areas on 
the grounds. In addition, EAA is seeking 

members and volunteers who will be at-
tending their 50th consecutive fly-in in 
2019, and unique memorabilia and stories 
from the 1970 event that will add to the 
history of what has grown to be the largest 
annual fly-in in the world. 

In 2018, EAA AirVenture Oshkosh wel-
comed more than 600,000 people from 
87 nations, along with more than 10,000 
aircraft.

As a thank-you to Oshkosh residents for 
welcoming the aviation world to their city 
for the past half-century, there will be spe-
cial offers for community members and 
additional ways to engage in this historic 
milestone. Those details and others are in 
development and will be announced as 
they are finalized.

“Over 50 years, nearly every significant 
aircraft type in the world has landed on 
the runways at Wittman Regional Airport 
to be part of the EAA fly-in,” Larsen said. 
“More important are the stories of the 
people who have come to be a part of this 
event and the legacy of what is now known 
simply as ‘Oshkosh.’ That is what we will 
be celebrating in 2019.”

AirVenture prepares to celebrate 50 years here

Bait shop owners in the Winnebago 
Waterways System area are taking steps to 
help prevent the spread of aquatic invasive 
species (AIS) in Wisconsin lakes, accord-
ing to Chris Acy, AIS coordinator for the 
Winnebago Waterways Program.

Non-native plants and animals threaten 
lakes and river systems by harming native 
species and decreasing the economic val-
ue of bodies of water. The invasive species 
have the potential to harm local econo-
mies by decreasing revenue from tourism 
and fishing that can directly affect busi-
nesses. 

Local bait shops have agreed to feature 
AIS educational materials in their stores 

and answer customer questions about 
aquatic invasive species. Three bait shops 
joined the effort in 2018: Critters Sports 
in Winneconne, the Sportsman in Apple-
ton and Rippn-Lips Tackle Co. in Stock-
bridge. 

They join other bait shops around the 
Winnebago System who joined the effort 
in 2017, including Fish Tales and Fox Riv-
er Bait & Tackle in Oshkosh.

Winnebago System bait shops have 
teamed up with the Fox-Wolf Watershed 
Alliance, University of Wisconsin-Exten-
sion, UW Department of Life Sciences 
Communication and state Department of 
Natural Resources to share information 

with boaters and anglers about the threats 
of invasive species. 

“We are very fortunate to have local bait 
shops involved and applaud their efforts,” 
said Acy, who coordinates work in Calu-
met, Fond du Lac and Winnebago coun-
ties for the Fox-Wolf Watershed Alliance.

Acy noted one bait shop owner said, 
“We are all responsible for protecting our 
lakes. It’s important that we all do our part 
to make sure the lakes stay clean for future 
generations.”

Bait shop owners or employees who 
would like to join the effort are asked to 
contact Acy at chris@fwwa.org or 920-
460-3674. 

More bait shops join invasive species fight

Photo from EAA

Warbirds, such as these B-25 bombers from World War II, are always a popular draw at EAA 
AirVenture as it gets ready to mark 50 straight years in Oshkosh. 

Worship 
directory
Discover a place of worship for you

Trinity Episcopal Church
Corner of Algoma and Division in 

Downtown Oshkosh

Services on Sunday at 8a.m. & 10a.m., 
Wednesday at 5:30p.m.

oshkosh-episcopal.org

River of Life Church
- Oshkosh

440 W. South Park Avenue • Oahkosh,
WI 54902 • (920) 230-2444

Sunday Morning Service: 10:00 am
Wednesday Evening Bible Study: 6:30 pm

A Friendly Church with an Eternal Message!Pastor Larry Pettit

 

We’re 
Hiring! 

Apply 
In store 

or @ 
zaronis.com 
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Mark & Susie’s
OSHKOSH

525 E. Murdock • Phone: (920) 236-7803
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3475 Jackson St. • 920-235-7400

Thank you for your business and support in 2018.
We look forward to serving you in the coming year.

HHHHaaaaaHHaHHappppaappppyyy NNNeeeewwwweew YYYYYeeeeaaaaaeeaeearrraar!!!

Expires 1-31-2019
any service over $100

$25off

SALES • SERVICE • REPAIRS

Dave Hildebrandt - Owner

Mattresses & Box SpringsBE
DDING SPECIALIST

529 Ceape Avenue • Suite A
Oshkosh, WI 54901

920.231.3987

For Expert Real Estate Advice

Bob Mathe
First Weber Realtors

CELL: 920-379-5277
matheb@firstweber.com

www.oshkoshhomes.com
Serving the Oshkosh 
community for over

20 years!

Who you choose does make a difference.
Choose Bob Mathe

Community 
events

Ongoing
Nutcracker in the Castle, Paine Art 

Center and Gardens, through Monday

Friday, Jan. 4
Marine Corps League Bingo, 5:30 

p.m., Marine Corps League, 4715 Sher-
man Road

Comedy Improv Show, 9 p.m., Back-
lot Comedy House, 424 N. Main St.

Saturday, Jan. 5
Winter Farmers Market, 8 a.m., 

Menominee Nation Arena
Oshkosh Gallery Walk, 6 p.m., 

downtown 
Fox Cities Roller Derby, 6 p.m., 

Menominee Nation Arena
Comedy Improv Show, 9 p.m., Back-

lot Comedy House, 424 N. Main St.

Wednesday, Jan. 9
Wisconsin Herd vs. Northern Ari-

zona Suns, 7 p.m., Menominee Nation 

Arena

Thursday, Jan. 10
Professional Women’s Connection, 

11:30 a.m., La Sure’s Banquet Hall, 
3125 S. Washburn St.

Friday, Jan. 11
Comedy Improv Show, 9 p.m., Back-

lot Comedy House, 424 N. Main St.

Saturday, Jan. 12
Oshkosh Farmers Market, 8 a.m., 

Menominee Nation Arena
Marine Corps League Bingo, 5:30 

p.m., Marine Corps League, 4715 Sher-
man Road

Murder Mystery Dinner, 6:30 p.m., 
The Howard, 405 Washington Ave.

Comedy Improv Show, 9 p.m., Back-
lot Comedy House, 424 N. Main St.

Bad Habitz, 9 p.m., Rev’s Bowl Bar 
and Grill, 275 N. Washburn St.

Photo by Michael Cooney

Christmas Eve at shelter
Day by Day Warming Shelter guests line up promptly at 6 p.m. daily for one of the 25  
spaces available each night. On Christmas Eve there was room for everyone and no 
one was turned away. Shelter staff hung stockings with small gifts above each mattress, 
as well as providing guests with packages with gift cards and items necessary for  
everyday life. Staff and volunteers know the guests by name and treat them with 
respect, kindness and humor to make a night in the shelter feel a little like home. For 
some, their life on the street started as one guest stated: “I have had a lot of bad things 
happen in my life.” Once on a downward spiral, coming back becomes increasingly  
difficult but each year a growing number of shelter guests move on to housing,  
employment and stability in their lives.

UW-Oshkosh
from Page 1

the hook for as much as $15 million.
Full details of the settlement, which was 

first announced Dec. 21, were not imme-
diately available but Tim Mulloy, chair-
man of the UW-Oshkosh Foundation, 
said, “We feel pretty good.”

“After completing a court-ordered me-
diation process, the University of Wis-
consin System Board of Regents and the 
University of Wisconsin-Oshkosh Foun-
dation are pleased to announce that they 
have agreed to settle all issues relating to 
the disputes between the Board of Re-
gents and the UW-Oshkosh Foundation,” 
the UW System Board of Regents said in a 
statement released Friday night. 

The university will take ownership of 
the Alumni Welcome and Conference 
Center “for a net settlement of $4.6 mil-
lion,” the regents said. 

“Additionally, the Board of Regents will 
invest approximately $1.7 million in the 
Witzel Avenue Biodigester, a renewable 
energy power plant and revenue-generat-
ing educational asset that will yield signif-
icant returns.”

The money will be paid directly to the 
banks that funded the projects, which 
will allow the deal to go forward notwith-
standing a provision in the current budget 
law that says funds may not be paid to the 
foundation without approval of the state 
Legislature. 

Assembly Speaker Robin Vos did not 
respond to a request for comment. 

The university and the foundation have 
been battling in court for more than a year. 
For almost two years the regents stance, 
described in a Jan. 18, 2017, announce-
ment, was that public money could not 
be paid to support a private organization. 
This position provided the rationale that 

led to civil and criminal actions against 
former UWO officials and that cut off 
funding to the foundation, causing it to 
file for bankruptcy. 

A federal judge and a state judge have 
both since ruled that this reading of the 
law is incorrect. The judges said state 
funding can flow to a private entity if that 
entity is carrying out a public purpose.

“The UW-Oshkosh Foundation is 
pleased that we were able to reach reso-
lution with the Board of Regents to move 
forward,” Mulloy said in a statement is-
sued jointly with the group’s secretary/
treasurer, David L. Omachinski. 

“The Board of Regents is pleased to 
have resolved this issue in a way that pro-
tects taxpayer and student interests, and 
renews the productive relationship be-
tween UW-Oshkosh and the UW-Osh-
kosh Foundation,” said Michael Grebe, a 
lawyer for Aurora Health Care who serves 
on the board.

Added Leavitt, “We look forward 
to working together again to support 
UW-Oshkosh, the region and the citizens 
of Wisconsin. I thank our partners in the 
UW-Oshkosh Foundation for joining with 
the university in renewing a spirit of trust, 
service and philanthropy as we support the 
experiences and journeys of our students.” 

The legal agreement was expected to 
be filed in federal district court before 
Christmas but was not publicly available 
several days after the holiday. One source 
said he didn’t read anything into the delay.
Miles Maguire is editor of the Oshkosh Examiner 
news blog.

Trees sought for markers
The Otter Street Fishing Club is accept-

ing discarded Christmas trees to use as ice 
road markers on Lake Winnebago. Trees 
can be dropped off by the shoreline at the 
end of the road on Merritt Avenue.

ONLINE

Follow us on

Call to schedule your session today!y
Hair and makeup upon request.

Extra charge applies

Feminine &

2 Hour Session
2 Wardrobe changes
Wine/Soda and snacks
5x7 Framed Photo

2
2
2
2
W
2

5
W

Feminine &

2 H S i2

Empowered.

$180
plus tax

E
You.

146 Algoma Blvd.
Oshkosh, WI 54901
715-250-FOTO

This Valentine’s Day give the gift he’ ll treasure for a lifetime.
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Dedication of new Oshkosh school: A 
dedication program was held on Janu-
ary 1 to commemorate the opening of 
the new Merrill School. Approximately 
2,500 people took time from their 

holiday to attend the event and tour 
the new building. Construction on the 
school located on New York Ave and 
Kentucky was completed on time for 
the dedication. The new school had 
four playrooms in the basement, and 
four classrooms on each of its two 
floors. It was named after the late 
Mayor James H. Merrill who once was 
school superintendent and had always 
been a friend of education.  

Source: Oshkosh Aflame!
Traumas and Triumphs
of Its Sawdust Citizens 

(A History) by James I. Metz

AdvertisingWorks!

My advertisements are seen bymy
target audience in the Oshkosh Herald.

Andrea B.
- Human Resources, EVCO Plastics, Oshkosh

“We had a great response from the ads. Impressive
turnout. Better than advertising in other papers or at
Workforce Development.

The people that applied were truly interested in
getting a job.

I hired 7 people that will start Monday morning. 5 of
them saw the ad in the Herald.

I recommend advertising
in the Herald.

”

Contact Samuel Kieckhafer at samuel@oshkoshherald.com
or 920-508-0084 to start your recruitment campaign in the Oshkosh Herald.

”
”

”

“
“
“

www.OshkoshHerald.com 923 S. Main St., Suite C,OshkoshWI 54902 920-508-9000

Recruitment

Call 920-358-0206 for the Titan way!

I went from one disastrous management team to
another, year after year. No more! With Bruce and
his team, I can rest knowing that everything is
handled promptly and correctly, every time. All bills
are handled by his team, freeing me from hours of
tedious work per month. This leaves me with the
time and energy to put into my main business. My
wife loves that all of this busy work has been taken
off my plate, and that I have so much less stress
in my life. Thanks Bruce and his awesome Titan
Property Management team for all you do for me.
Wish I’d known about you years ago!

‘‘

‘‘ Gerald H.

—Lets You—
Live Better

ROOFING, INC.

Hickey Roofing
Revised- 3
February 5 2007

EST. 1985

       920-426-4008 •1427 Broad St. • Oshkosh, WI. 54901

With more experience than any other area roofer, 
we stay up-to-date and involved in the ever-
changing world of residential roofing products 
and services. We provide the best results, because 
roofing is all we do!
Voted best of Winnebago/Oshkosh 

for 10 years

Listen to 106.3Wednesday morning at 8:35am as
Josh Dukelow andKaren Schneider

discuss local Headlines from the

Josh Dukelow

arena offers many advantages for FCRD, 
and its players are ready to roll.

“It’s an amazing facility,” said Oshkosh 
resident Shelly Hitchcock, the club’s sec-
retary and a 920 Honeys player. “It’s big, 
there are locker rooms and there are con-
cessions. Everything we could possibly 
need is there. We’re hoping to draw a lot 
more fans from Oshkosh. There’s a lot of 
excitement.”

Heather Brockman, the club’s head offi-
cial and a former FCRD player and board 
of directors member, has been with FCRD 
for nine years and sees the new venue as a 
major step forward.

“We really want to make it our new 
home,” said Brockman. “This is a bit of a 
dream of mine. I always wanted it to be 
held at an arena, where it feels like you’re 
at the next level. I think it will be a lot bet-
ter fan environment. It was nice and hom-
ey where we’ve played in the past, but you 
had to bring your own chairs and things 
like that. With an arena, you get more of a 
sports feel. It’s going to bring in more fans 
and we want to establish it as our home 
base.”

Roller derby’s roots go back to the 1930s 
and it became a television favorite in the 
1960s and 1970s when its brawling, over-
the-top antics amused and entertained 
audiences. There is plenty of contact in 
today’s roller derby and it retains its scrap-
py nature, but it has become a far more 
athletic game built around skating. While 
derby is generally considered a women’s 
game, the Men’s Roller Derby Association 
was founded in 2007 and currently has 64 
teams under its jurisdiction.

“It’s definitely something different,” 

said Hitchcock. “I think a lot of people 
who haven’t seen modern-day derby will 
be pleasantly surprised, especially people 
who remember it from the ’70s. A lot of 
people I know who have not seen derby 
expect it to be on the banked track with 
the fake fighting and the theatrics.

“That’s not how we do it anymore. It’s 
on a flat track, it’s very athletic and we 
have a lot of rules we play by. You won’t 
see any of the fighting. But just seeing that 

athleticism and how se-
rious people are about 
the sport, and just how 
strong these girls are 
will be pleasantly sur-
prised. And we’re very 
family friendly.”

Oshkosh resident 
and FCRD player Hol-
ly School feels that fans 
unfamiliar with derby 

will be repeat customers — if they just 
give it a chance. 

“There’s kind of a wow factor to derby,” 
said School, a physical therapist’s assistant 
and marathon runner who is in her fourth 
season with FCRD. “What’s neat about it 
is that it’s totally unique. It’s very competi-
tive, very fast and a contact sport. You have 
to be really quick on your feet and agile.

Hitchcock, a 1998 Oshkosh West grad-
uate, was a swimmer in high school and 
took dance classes. She later dabbled in 
martial arts before giving derby a shot. 

“Honestly, when I started, I could hard-
ly stand up on skates,” said Hitchcock. “I 
missed doing a lot of the sports I had done 
growing up and was looking for some-
thing different and fun. It was a challenge 
to be able to skate and learn how to do a 
crossover and fall properly. I had no idea 
what roller derby was about but I gave it a 
try and fell in love with it.”

The camaraderie and lasting friendships 
built through derby are primary factors in 
keeping many of the players in the game. 
It’s a sisterhood on skates where players 
support one another on and off the track.

“I kind of found my people through 
derby,” said Brockman, a Neenah resident 
who is employed in the sales industry. “I 
first started it because it was something 
sporty, something new and something 
that would benefit my health. I’ve made 
so many friends through derby and it’s 
helped me grow as a person.”

School added, “We’re one big happy 
family. We challenge each other to be bet-
ter skaters and to grow and be better peo-
ple as well.” 

Hitchcock missed playing so much that 
she is returning to derby this season after 
taking the last three years off. She served 
as a derby referee in that time period. 

“I’m a stay-at-home mom and it’s nice 
just to get away and do something athlet-
ic,” said Hitchcock. “I just love skating. It’s 
tough physically. Most of us, if not all of 
us, do strength training outside our regu-
lar practices. But there’s nothing like the 
feeling you get from an hourlong scrim-
mage when you’re pushing yourself to the 
limit. You really feel good.” 

Derby isn’t a complicated game. The 
teams play two 30-minute periods with five 
skaters apiece on the track. Both teams des-
ignate one player as a “jammer” who scores 
points by lapping members of the opposing 
team. Jammers wear a star on their helmets.

To score a point, the jammer must stay 
on the track in the two-minute period 
they can score points known as a jam. 
Four blockers, including one who can act 
as a pivot, assist their jammer while also 
focusing on stopping the opposing jam-
mer from passing them. The pivot is the 
only other player who can act as a jammer 

but must switch helmet covers with the 
current jammer.

It is legal for a skater to block opponents 
with their shoulders, hips and rear, but 
illegal to block to the back or head. Trip-
ping and elbowing are also illegal. Players 
committing illegal actions get penalized 
30 minutes.

The FCRD’s All-Stars charter team is the 
more advanced of the FCRD teams and 
competes in a spring travel league. They 
are ranked among the top 150 of the 358 
WFTDA-sanctioned teams in the country. 

“You can’t come to a practice, join the 
league and start hitting people and getting 
hit by people,” Hitchcock said. “With our 
governing body, WFTDA, they have a 
minimum set of skating skills that every-
one has to be proficient in before they’re 
allowed to do any kind of contact. 

“We also take a written rules test to 
demonstrate we know what we’re doing out 
there, and then we slowly work people into 
it. So it takes time but anyone can do it.”

As part of the fun, derby players go by 
colorful stage names during the bouts. 
School is known as “Holla Painyo,” while 
Hitchcock goes by “Secretary of Skate” 
and Brockman is referred to as “Gixx Her.“

“With our fans there’s often that one 
skater they really like and cheer for,” said 
Brockman. “It’s always fun when you have 
an entire fan section cheering that one 
person. Derby is something different from 
anything out there, especially women’s 
sports where you don’t see a ton of physi-
cal action. It’s a really different experience 
to actually see that.’

Advance tickets are $15 for ages 17 and 
up, $10 for ages 6-16 and free for children 
5 and under. Tickets at the door will be 
$18 and $13 and can also be purchased 
through ticketstaronline.com or from a 
derby team member. 

hItchcock

Roller derby
from Page 1

Back in the Day

Oshkosh history 
by the Winnebago 
County Historical 
& Archaeological 
Society
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BADGER EXPRESS: CDL Drivers Local, OTR, & 
O/O We offer flexible home time, 2015 & newer 
trucks, Layover pay, Bonus program, Longevity 
Bonus, .53/CPM or .57/CPM going east. Vaca/Hol-
iday/401K Co match, H/D/V Insurance.  Call 800-
972-0084 ext 6810 (WCAN)

Rewarding Our Drivers from Day ONE! 
$1600 Sign-on Bonus! EXPERIENCED DRIVERS 
*Flatbed *Step Deck *Van *LTL Reefer. Pay 
is 26% Gross Flatbed/Step Deck & up to .53/mile 
Van/Reefer. Full benefits w/FREE Health & Life 
Insurance, 6 paid Holidays + Industry leading 
Driver Bonus Program! Must have Class A CDL. Call 
Ruth or Mike at TTI Inc 1-800-222-5732 Apply 
online ttitrucking.com 

SEASONAL DATA ENTRY JAN-MAY ONLINE AT 
http://WWW.FOXFEVER.COM OR IN PERSON, 606 

W MURDOCK AVE OSHKOSH

ALL NEW MATTRESS SETS QUEEN $195 KING 
$385 FULL $175. PILLOW TOP Can deliver 29yrs 

experience 920-921-3447 920-602-0510 
thebedsshed.com

BUY/SELL/TRADE - PONTOONS, SKI-WAKE-
FISHING & BOW RIDERS, ATVs, SIDE x SIDES 

& MOTORCYCLES. BEST PRICE & SELECTION IN 
THE MIDWEST=SAVE HUGE!!! AMERICAN MA-
RINE & MOTORSPORTS, SHAWANO 866-955-
2628 www.americanmarina.com (WCAN)

DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO SELL? .... GET RESULTS! 
Affordable advertising that fits your budget! 
Reach OVER 300,000 homes! Place your ad in 
MANY weekly Wisconsin Shoppers & Buyers’ 

Guide papers for as low as $36.00 Call today! 
Publishers Development Service, Inc. (PDS, 
Inc.) 1-800-236-0737 www.pdsadnet.com

FARMI Logging Winch’s, Valby PTO Chippers, 
Skidsteer wood splitters, Log Loader, Trailers, 
Grapple Rotators, rototillers 866-638-7885 

threeriversforestry.com (WCAN)

FLUFFY AKC COCKER SPANIEL PUPS- Minis Too! 
Visa/pymts 920-563-3410 pennylanecocker-

spaniel.com Lic#268588-DS (WCAN)

HOLIDAY SALE-STOREWIDE-Vendor Deals/New 
Products! Woodworkers Depot, M-F 8-6, Sat 8-4, 
Oneida St, off 41,right @ Subway, 2965 Ramada 

Way, Green Bay 800-891-9003 (WCAN)

KRAUS SNOWPLOW CO Hiniker-Snow-
Way-Western-Meyer-Used Boss; Sales/Ser-

vice 920-894-2488 or 920-948- 2812

LABRADOODLE PUPPIES Your New Best Friend is 
Waiting for You! (402319) 715-267-6470               

PUREBRED MINI GOLDEN RETRIEVER PUPS 
Ready 12/18 shots/wormed Home Raised 2-M, 3-F 

$800. 715-754- 2608          

    SNOWMOBILERS! PARTS New/Used All Makes/
Models 1970-Present. HUGE INVENTORY Sport 

Shop & Repair 715-758-2244

BUYING SALVAGE MOTORCYCLES & ATVs 920-
722-1283 Local Dealer. Free Pick up! 

DENTAL ASSISTANT BE ONE IN JUST 10 SATUR-
DAYS! WeekendDentalAssistant.com CLASS 
BEGINS March 30, 2019 Call  920-730-1112 Ap-
pleton. State of WI Approved. Apply Now! (WCAN)

PLEASE DONATE YOUR CAR, BOAT, or MOTOR-
CYCLE to Rawhide Ranch. Help change the life of 
a trouble youth, making an impact in your local 
Wisconsin community! 888-653-2729 (WCAN)

Winter Clearance Sale:  Up to 50% off most items.  
The Shoppe 415 N. Main Street, Oshkosh.  Hours 
10:00 AM – 5:00 PM Monday – Friday and 12:00 – 
4:00 PM Saturday.

USED MOBILES WANTED! Any size 1990 or new-
er, Single or Double wide. Fair prices! Fast closings! 
Call today 715-758-7500 North Country 
Homes 110 Brooke Ct. Bonduel WI 54107

QUILT BLOCKS (Painted) Various Designs $1.50 
per block.  DISHTOWELS Embroidered and Painted 
$8.75 and up. Classes Available. 920-470-9527

BUSiNeSS SerViceS DIRECTORY
Deliver your business card to more than 28,500 households weekly. Get your phone to ring by contacting Sam at 920-508-0084 or samuel@oshkoshherald.com today!

TREE CARE

GAUGER
TREE CARE, 

LLC
Licensed/Insured

(920) 988-3776
mikestrees920@gmail.com

Pruning • Removal
Stump Grinding
Snow Removal

ACCOUNTING ORGANIZATIONSTAX PREPARATION TREE CARE

Attention Veterans!
ORGANIZATIONS

MEETINGS:

Join Us At Our New Location!
1332 Spruce Street • Oshkosh,WI 54901

OSHKOSH,WISCONSIN

7:00pm on the 1st & 3rd
MONDAYS of eachmonth.

Follow us on Facebook: AmericanLegionCookFullerPost70

COOK - FULLER
POST NO.70

Small Business Tax Preparation
Reasonable Rate

Accurate and Professional
Enrolled Agent with the IRS

FINANCIAL
SOLUTIONS

Expert

AAANNNNNNAAA LLLAAAUUUTTTEEENNNBBBAAACCCHHH
1212 N. Main Street, Oshkosh

(920) 494-1001
expertfinancial@yahoo.com

TAX PREPARATION

Over 65% of readers have 
purchased products or 

services from ads in the 
Oshkosh Herald.*

*2018 CVC audit

Call 508-9000 today!

Get your 
phone 

to RING! 

The 2019 issue of Livability Osh-
kosh, Wisconsin, the Oshkosh Cham-
ber of Commerce’s annual quality-of-life 
marketing program for talent attraction, 
is now available in print and online. The 
publication encourages business invest-
ment, talent recruitment and relocation 
by targeting entrepreneurs, site selectors, 
corporate executives and others to the 
community’s quality of life. The chamber 
works with Livability Media to produce 
the print and digital magazine. More de-
tails at https://livability.com/wi/oshkosh

Business Expo 2019, the Oshkosh 
Chamber of Commerce’s annual exhi-
bition sponsored this year by Network 
Health, will be held from 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m. Jan. 31 at the Oshkosh Convention 
Center. This year’s theme is Classic Board 
Games. Booths are available at a cost of 
$475 for Chamber members and $535 for 
nonmembers; check with the chamber on 
registration deadlines. The cost to attend 
is either $5 or a business card until 5 p.m., 
after which the Business After Hours en-
trance fee is $6 for all.

A ribbon cutting to mark the new phar-
macy that has opened within the Aurora 
Jackson Street clinic is set for 11:30 a.m. 
Jan. 25. The clinic and physical therapy 
facility will be open for touring as well. 
Food and refreshments will be provided.

Business notes

  Employment

  For Sale

  Miscellaneous

WACPC Regionals and potentially 
state competition in La Crosse. The stu-
dent-athletes, who compete in D1 pom 
and kick events, practice from June to ear-
ly March and perform during halftime of 
West basketball and football games.  

This year’s invite will include more than 
750 student-athletes and coaches in pom, 
jazz, kick and hip-hop categories, as well as 
solo, duet and small group competitions. 

Oshkosh North will be represented 
there with its varsity and junior varsity 
teams. 

Beyond the fundraising effort the event 
also gives a retail boost to businesses. 
Wissink said teams typically do not stay 
overnight but Amy Albright, executive di-
rector of the Oshkosh Convention & Vis-
itors Bureau, said the state Department of 
Tourism estimates that communities gain 
about $64 for each day-trip visitor. 

All funds from the competition go back 
into the team account, which is used to reg-
ister for other competitions, buy uniforms, 
receive music and attend conferences.  

“We are hoping that someday we would 
have enough money saved to build a dance 

studio, as we currently practice in the cafe-
teria,” Wissink said.

Admission is $5 for adults, $4 for se-
niors and children, and all Oshkosh Area 
School District employees and students 
receive free admission with a district ID. 
The invite will begin at 8 a.m. with solo, 
duets and small group competitions. 

Team competitions will take place from 
11:15 a.m. until 6 p.m. followed by an 
awards ceremony. Raffles will be drawn to 
win donated baskets of prizes.

Student-athletes and volunteers manage 
the event, volunteer their time and orga-
nize activities for competitors and specta-
tors throughout the day. 

Submitted photo

The Oshkosh West Dance Team, shown entertaining at halftime of a basketball game at the 
high school, is the host team out of 37 competing this weekend in Oshkosh.

Dance teams
from Page 1

Classifieds Call 920.508.9000 
to place your ad.

Private party ads deadline 4 PM Friday.  
$15 for first 20 words

EAA Museum calendar
The restoration of an iconic 

World War II bomber, Tom Hanks 
as Sully Sullenberger and the popu-
lar skiplane fly-in are some of the ac-
tivities at the EAA Aviation Muse-
um in January and February. Events 
include:

Jan. 3, 6:30 p.m. — Movie: “Sul-
ly”

This 2016 movie is based on the 
real-life Miracle on the Hudson 
emergency landing of an airliner in 
2009. As a special guest, air traffic 
controller Patrick Harten, who was 
the controller talking to US Airways 
Flight 1549 that day, will introduce 
the film. $5 for nonmembers.

Jan. 17, 7 p.m. — Museum 
speaker Harry Friedman and the 
restoration of the B-17 Memphis 
Belle

Friedman is a board member of 
the Memphis Belle Memorial Asso-
ciation and co-author of “Memphis 
Belle: Dispelling the Myths,” the 
most definitive history of the plane. 
$5 for nonmembers.

Feb. 7, 6:30 p.m. — Movie: “Red 

Tail Reborn”
Narrated by actor Michael Dorn, 

this 2007 documentary tells the sto-
ry of the Tuskegee Airmen, the first 
African American fighter pilots of 
World War II. $5 for nonmembers.

Feb. 9, 10 a.m.-1:30 p.m. — EAA 
Skiplane Fly-In

One of the area’s most colorful 
winter events returns for its 26th 
year at the museum’s Pioneer Air-
port. Free admission with regular 
admission rates for the museum.

Feb. 21, 7 p.m. — Museum 
speaker: Steve Hinton Jr. and air 
racing

Hinton is an Unlimited catego-
ry champion at the Reno National 
Championship Air Races and in 
2017 set the absolute 3-kilometer 
speed record for propeller-driven 
piston aircraft at an average speed of 
531 mph. $5 for nonmembers.

Tickets are now on sale for the 
annual museum Hops & Props 
fundraiser March 9 through EAA.
org/HopsProps.

Weekend sports results not available
Our early holiday print deadlines prevented us from 
providing high school and other sports results from last 
weekend.

Scores and results from Oshkosh sporting events in gener-
al can be sent to submit@oshkoshherald.com and we will 
print those as space allows.

mailto:submit@oshkoshherald.com
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Lewis already making 
mark as Titans leader
By Brad Hartmann
Herald contributor

Losing is not acceptable — it’s a moti-
vator. That is just one slogan University 
of Wisconsin-Oshkosh interim men’s bas-
ketball coach Matt Lewis believes in as his 
Titans are 9-1 and currently ranked sixth 
by d3hoops.com.

“You are going to lose more games 
than you win. Many people lose a lot of 
big games compared to the smaller ones. 
Those losses create more memories,” said 
Lewis. “Yes it would be nice to win those 
games but it’s a bond that brings people 
together and motivates people going for-
ward because you want to win that thing.” 

For the past six seasons Lewis was the 
Titans’ top assistant coach and in last 
year’s 2017-2018 campaign helped guide 
them to tie a school record of 25 wins and 
reach the NCAA Division III National 
Championship game for the first time in 
school history before coming up short 
78-72 to Nebraska Wesleyan University in 
Salem, Va.

“After the loss sitting 
in the locker room with 
the team, that was one 
of the most powerful 
experiences that I had 
as a coach. Just sitting 
there for over an hour 
with these guys and 
reminiscing what had 
all occurred over the 
course of that season 

and the three weeks leading up to that 
game. That is probably an hour of my life 
that I will never forget,” said Lewis.

On May 17, the Lewis era began af-
ter Pat Juckem was named head coach at 
Washington University in St. Louis.

“I was excited and fired up,” said Lewis. 
“I realized this is a dream job. As a 31-year-
old guy you get to step into a nationally 
ranked team. It was like an emotional roll-
er coaster because of the excitement and 
then my head started spinning knowing 
all the things that need to be done such as 
how to keep the momentum going.”

Winning nine of his first 10 games and 
outscoring opponents by an average of 
86.3 to 65.1 was a great way to start. Lewis 
is one of the fastest coaches to accomplish 
that goal in the program’s 60-year history; 
Ted Van Dellen was 8-2 in 1990-1991.

“He holds us accountable and at a very 
high standard,” said senior guard Ben 
Boots. “As for a players’ prospective we 
brought back a lot of guys from last year’s 
team. Coach Lewis has done a great job of 
holding us to our high standard in which 
we like to call it ‘after championship stan-
dard.’”

The standard has always been high for 
Lewis starting at age 5 when he first picked 
up a basketball after watching his brother 
shooting hoops at his local YMCA.

“Every kid dreams about playing at the 
Division I level and then the NBA. As a 
5-year-old you think it’s possible,” Lewis 
said. “As you get older you get this reality 
check and you still think maybe you can 
still play major college basketball. As I got 
into high school I realized that wasn’t in 
the cards for me. I thought — What could 
I do to still be at a high level of basket-
ball? — and that’s when I realized I could 
coach.” 

Growing up on a farm in Camp Point, 

Ill., and moving to Augusta, Ill., in the 
sixth grade. Lewis graduated with 29 oth-
ers at Southeastern High School where he 
excelled in basketball, baseball and golf.

“Matt was such a competitor. He loved 
winning. He did it the right way,” said 
Matt Douglas, one of Lewis’ close friends 
from high school. “He would do anything 
he could to help his teammates out. We 
always knew with Matt on the floor he 
would find the open guy or he was good 
enough to get the open basket.”

Many athletes’ best high school mem-
ory would be winning a state champion-
ship. For Lewis it was losing his last varsity 
basketball game.

“Afterward I remember the car ride 
home with my brother and his friends. We 
drove up to Wisconsin and went skiing. I 
haven’t skied in 10 years and it was that 
weekend I realized I have to keep playing 
basketball,” he said.

He went on to play college ball at Cor-
nell College in Iowa and made the transi-
tion from point guard to forward. Lewis 
started 52 of 93 games. In the 2008-2009 
season Lewis led the Rams (21-7) to the 
Division III tournament. The following 
year he was a first-team selection in the 
Iowa Intercollegiate Athletic Conference 
and received Cornell’s Sportsman of the 
Year award after averaging 13.5 points and 
6.7 rebounds.

“I thought I was an average player. I real-
ly couldn’t shoot the basketball. I knew if I 
wanted to score and help the team I had to 
get to the rim to get fouled and get to the 
free throw line,” Lewis recalled. “For us 
that is a big thing. The three most efficient 
shots in the game of basketball consist of 
open and rhythm threes, the stuff right 
around the basket and free throws.” 

Off the court he earned his bachelor’s 
degree in economics and business and 
went on to seek a master’s in business 
administration from Bethel University in 
Tennessee.

Other stops included coaching intern-
ships at Cornell College and Division I 
Tulane University. In 2010 Lewis earned 
his first assistant coaching job at Rhodes 
College in Memphis, then made the move 
back to Tulane to be director of basketball 

operations until 2012 before heading to 
Wisconsin. 

“I didn’t have a job. I was here for a 
few weeks. My family moved to Neenah. 
Coach Juckem called me and asked if I 
wanted to coach at Oshkosh,” Lewis said. 
“I looked at the map and realized it was 
only 15 minutes from Oshkosh and said 
absolutely.” 

One of the main achievements Lewis 
cherishes from his playing and coaching 
days is building relationships and creating 
memories with individuals. 

Douglas recalls a baseball game that 
they played together back in high school. 

“We were playing Triopia back in 2005. 
I believe they were state ranked at the time 
and we beat them 3-2. They had the ath-
letes and we weren’t supposed to win that 
game,” he said. “Matt takes the mound and 
to throw them off he would throw at dif-
ferent angles. He would go sidearm, sub-
marine or over the top. It was one of those 
games that Matt would do anything to get 
the victory.” 

One thing that separates Lewis from 
other coaches in the league is his creativity 
with “the today board” and it seems to be 
working for his athletes. 

“It teaches our older athletes leadership 

and how we can continue to get better as a 
program. One of the concepts was, let’s fo-
cus on each and every day and how we can 
get better,” he said. “We have a white dry 
erase board and before practice each ath-
lete must write down what they are thank-
ful for and what success they achieved that 
day.” 

Lewis earned his first coaching victory, 
86-77, over Piedmont College. 

“It was good. I really didn’t think about 
it. I had a couple guys come up to me and 
say congrats on your first win. We had to 
instantly think about the next day because 
we played back-to-back games that week-
end,” he said.

The Titans resumed play after its holi-
day break Sunday against Concordia Uni-
versity at the Menominee Nation Arena. 
The game that many Titans will be trying 
to avenge will be Jan. 2 as WIAC confer-
ence play opens at the Kolf Sports Center 
against UW-Platteville, who was the only 
team to sweep the Titans in conference 
play last season.

“They are well coached. They play Wis-
consin basketball,” said Lewis. “They have 
physical guys. They defend and share the 
basketball so it will be fun and be a tough 
task for us.” 

UWO basketball coach keeps the winning edge

Photo by Steve Frommell

Matt Lewis took the reins of the Titans men’s basketball team this year which has only one loss in its first 10 games.
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