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Final call

Battalion chief retiring
from fire department
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Helping hand
Veterans service group
expanding here
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Rental assistance efforts shifting

Eviction protection
measures phase out

By Kaitlyn Scoville
OsHKOSH HERALD

The nationwide Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) eviction
moratorium ends this month, and locals
aren’t expecting much change despite an
increase in rental assistance statewide.

Three moratoriums were presented
during the pandemic. Gov. Tony Evers is-
sued a three-month order from March to
May, which overlapped with the CDC’s
first moratorium from April to July. After
a spike in cases, the CDC called its second
eviction order from September through
December but later extended to its cur-
rent deadline.

In Winnebago County during the three
moratoriums, 84 evictions occurred in
June — the highest in 2020. Conversely,

only four evictions were finalized in April.
On average in Winnebago, most evictions
happen in the summer months.

As of June 2, according to Advocap af-
fordable housing director Lu Scheer, Wis-
consin has spent more than $30 million in
the previous nine weeks on some capacity
of rental assistance among 8,940 house-
holds and more than 24,000 people with
paying for utilities, rent and water bills.

See Rental housing on Pace 16

Arena action

A Chicago Breeze player gets the handle on a loose ball against the Wisconsin Glo in Sunday’s game at Menominee Nation Arena.
The Glo rolled to a 115-3S victory against Chicago to follow up Saturday’s 93-41 season-opening win over the Detroit Dodgers.
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Hemp derivatives dodge local substance controls

Low-THC Delta-8
lacks legal restrictions

By Joseph Schulz
HERALD CONTRIBUTOR

While marijuana remains illegal to pos-
sess and sell in Wisconsin, one form of
THC is technically legal to buy and sell,
which has caused concern for its lack of a
universal age restriction.

That product is known as Delta-8 THC,
which was made legal in the 2018 federal
Agricultural Act, which removed hemp
from its status as a Schedule I drug but
kept Delta-9 THC - the psychoactive in-
gredient in marijuana — illegal.

Delta-8 is legal in Wisconsin if it was
derived from the hemp plant and has a

Second of a series

Breakwater, a community coali-
tion focused on youth and adult
substance use in Winnebago
County, is sponsoring a six-part
series on cannabis, or marijua-
na, a topic gaining attention as
‘cannabis culture’ evolves with
legalization efforts and its future
impact on society.

Delta-9 THC concentration of less than
0.3 percent under current state and feder-
al laws Controlled Substance Acts (CSA),
according to a document from the Wis-
consin Legislative Council.

“A substance meeting the definition of
‘hemp’ is legal for purpose of state and
federal controlled substance laws, regard-

less of its Delta 8-THC concentration,”
Anne Sappentfield, director of the Wiscon-
sin Legislative Council, wrote in a June
2020 memo. “... Delta-8 THC is legal if
it meets the definition of hemp because
hemp is excluded from the prohibitions in
both the federal and state CSAs.”

Delta-8 products being sold in Oshkosh
range from smokable plant products —
like traditional marijuana — to vapes and
candies. Delta-8 can produce psychotro-
pic effects, similar to cannabis impairment
from Delta-9 THC.

Nick Place, a Wisconsin police officer
and drug recognition expert, describes
Delta-8 sales and possession as operating
in a “legal gray area” that serves as a work-
around to marijuana laws.

See Delta-8 on PaGe 15

Photo from Nick Place
Delta-8 products available in Wisconsin
also come in the form of candies, such as this
container of gummies.
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Delta-8
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Delta-8 is produced by breaking down
the hemp plant into cannabidiol (CBD)
before then using isomerization, a molec-
ular process of rearranging atoms, to con-
vert CBD into Delta-8, he said.

“To the letter of the law, it’s an isomer of
hemp, so it’s covered,” Place said. “That’s
the argument for Delta-8 THC.”

He added that some police departments
are waiting for clarification from state At-
torney General Josh Kaul as to the legality
of Delta-8 and prosecute for possessing
and selling it because Delta-8 remains on
the federal Drug Enforcement Agency’s
list as a Schedule I drug.

However, Jay Selthofner, a hemp farmer
and cannabis reform advocate, says there
is no gray area surrounding the legality of
Delta-8 in Wisconsin as long as the prod-
uct was produced from hemp.

“The Legislative Council — in my eyes —
has just as much, if not more, weight than
the attorney general because the attor-
ney general may approach the Legislative
Council for some guidance,” he said.

In investigating Delta-8 products, Place
says they cause cannabis impairment such
as bloodshot and watery eyes.

“The cannabis companies are pushing for
their Delta-8 products because of the psy-
choactive effect that these things cause,” he
said. “The Pandora’s box has been opened
and it’s going to be tough to close.”

Anthony Krutz, a senior employee at
A-Z Tobacco & Vapor Shop, which sells
Delta-8 products, says Delta-8 is much
less potent than Delta-9 THC.

Krutz used to be a regular smoker of
Delta-9 but switched to Delta-8 because
the effects are more manageable and it
helped with his anxiety, he said.

“Alot of people call Delta-8 ‘diet weed,”
Krutz said. “The Delta-8 is going to relax
you and put you in more of a chill state,
whereas the Delta-9 you're usually going
to be partying”

He added that the effects of Delta-8
gummies and vape products can be more
intense than the smokable plant product.

At the same time, Delta-8 doesn’t have
a statewide age restriction like alcohol or
tobacco products.

“It’s not licensed or regulated in the
same way that other substances are, like
alcohol or tobacco,” said Samantha Hilk-
er, Winnebago County community health

Wind, ice and snowstorms
can affect your electric supply.
Get prepared with Witzke
Electric and Generac.

Locally owned and operated for
over 50 years!

Witzkeelectricinc.com

920.235.6572
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An Oshkosh convenience store has Delta-8 products inside a closed container.

Photo from Nick Place
Delta-8 products being sold in Wisconsin
include vape cartridges shown here.

strategist and Drug-Free Communities
coordinator for the Breakwater Drug and
Alcohol Coalition. “It’s under the Depart-
ment of Agriculture, so there is no age lim-
it for purchase”

According to Place, Wisconsin’s hemp
law and CBD regulations don't include
any guidelines for selling to minors and
the state doesn’t have an age limit for any
THC products because marijuana is ille-
gal to possess.

“It’s an oversight by the state,” he said.
“I don’t think your average state legislator
had any idea how this stuff is made. I think
if they did they would have put some age
restrictions on it.”

As a result, the age restriction to pur-
chase Delta-8 products has largely been

left up to producers and retailers.

For example, A-Z Tobacco & Vapor Shop
raised the age to enter its store to 21 when
the age limit to purchase tobacco products
was raised from 18 to 21, Krutz said.

However, not every retailer carrying
Delta-8 has done that.

“One person sent me a photo in a gas sta-
tion in the Milwaukee area where the Del-
ta-8 gummies, were up at the front counter,”
Place said. “Are they controlling the sales of
those gummies to minors? Probably not.”

Brewers Live on 98.3FM

Take a Class!

Learn a new skill, explore a new career, and stay close to home
taking dlasses that will transfer to other colleges.

Register Now!

Fall dlasses start as early as August 23.

= Fox Valle
TECHNICAL COLLEGE /o
Knowledge That Works
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NOW

HIRING
TALENTED
STYLISTS

Join our team. Up to
$1500 sigh-on bonus for
full-time stylist

Guaranteed base pay plus
commission and tips

Busy, Full service salons

OFF

ADULT HAIRCUT

NEW CUSTOMERS ONLY
EXP. 6/30/21 Code NPH3

Local ownership

Full service salon: cuts,
colors, perms, waxing
and more

Tanning beds at Westowne,
Jackson St. & Neenah
locations

U OF MN PHYSICIANS
Please keep our salon safe.

Please wear a mask if you
are not vaccinated.

Visit one of our

convenient locations:

2330 Westowne Ave
Oshkosh, WI 54904
920-231-6466

1868 Jackson St
Oshkosh, WI 54901
920-426-9293

1110 S Koeller St
Oshkosh, WI 54902
920-233-4567

Fox Point Shopping Center
868 Fox Point Plaza
Neenah, WI| 54956
920-722-9920

Stop By Today!
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THINK
ABOUTIT

34 states have legalized
marijuana in some form.
Another 4 have voted for or
already passed legislation to
do the same.

That leaves 12 states
(including WI) where
marijuana is fully illegal.

TALK
ABOUTIT

If Wisconsin were to legalize marijuana
tomorrow - what would that look like in
your eyes? Where would dispensaries be?
How would advertising and marketing
look? Where would they be allowed
to promote their product?
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A Community Together




